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Congressman Cook, representatives of the media, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the Salt Lake
County Board of Commissioners welcome to Utah. The Salt Lake County Board of Commissioners
has considered the issue at hand and now speaks with unanimity in opposing the placement of a so-
called temporary nuclear waste repeository on the Skull Valley Goshute Indian Reservation which
is a scant 35 miles west of Salt Lake County. We have three concerns which I shall list below:

First, there is considerable doubt on our part as to whether the ‘temporary’ site will actually be
temporary. Given the political, legal and technical wrangling over the proposed permanent site in
Nevada and the repeated delays which it has already experienced, there is a very real possibility that
the Skull Valley GosHute site could become permanent. This would be a disaster. We would end
up with permanent, above-ground storage of nuclear waste casks exposed to the elements. Witha
half-life of 10,000 years for the nuclear waste in question, there would almost certainly be some sort
of leakage over time. This simply cannot be allowed to happen and we call upon the Congress to

make certain of that.

Second, Utah does not produce any nuclear waste and the logic as to why we should store it for those
who do totally escapes us. The nuclear utility companies contend they are running out of storage
space. We reply, why should that be our problem? There are current acceptable methods for storing
nuclear waste on the sites where it is being generated. It would seem logical that additions to
existing facilities could be built at those sites. This would eliminate the necessity of transporting
the waste until a permanent facility is built and insure no more locations than necessary are despoiled

with nuclear waste.

Third, the issue of the transportation of nuclear waste has been revisited many times. We have seen
the films of a truck carrying a nuclear waste cask crashing into a cement wall and surviving intact.
We do not doubt that in a perfect world the engineers could put enough steel into a cask that it would
withstand most accidents. Unfortunately, in the real world casks have been discovered with hairline
fractures and one has exploded while in the process of being filled; hardly comforting thoughts.

Also, through the years, should this unfortunate proposal be approved, the handling of the containers
will become routine for the technicians involved. Eventually, a mistake will be made; a nut will not
be tightened properly, a gasket will be misaligned, etc., which will leave us open to the tragic
possibility of a nuclear waste spill in the middle of Salt Lake County with a population approaching

one million people.

In closing, if a nuclear power plant were located in Utah and we were consumers of the electricity
generated therefrom, we would be more understanding of the need for a waste disposal site in Utah.
However, such is not the case. We should not be the nation’s dumping ground. Speaking on behalf
of the Salt Lake County Board of Commissioners, we urge you to put a stop to this blatantly unfair
imposition upon the health and safety of the citizens of Salt Lake County. Thank you.






