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To Whom It May Concern: 
 

I am writing in opposition to the plan by Private Fuel Storage (PFS) to transport 
and store spent nuclear fuel rods via an Intermodal Transfer Facility next to I-80 in 
Tooele County.  I am concerned that the proposed Intermodal Transfer Facility poses a 
significant threat to public safety.  First and foremost, it is a tempting terrorist target.  In 
addition, the security at the facility is woefully insufficient.  Finally, its location just 
yards from a major interstate and contiguous location to the U.S. Air Force West Desert 
Bombing Range are cause for significant concern. 
 

The minimal amount of security outlined in the current plan for the Intermodal 
Transfer Facility makes this area a significant potential terrorist target. Due to the 
anticipated backlog of casks at the Intermodal Transfer Facility, the potential for 
unguarded casks to be left out in the open within plain sight of passersby on the adjacent 
portion of I-80 is highly likely.  Considering the radiation contained in one cask of spent 
nuclear fuel rods is roughly equivalent to the radiation released in the Chernobyl 
accident, allowing such a project to proceed would represent a blatant disregard for the 
safety and security of our citizens.  The current plan only calls for a single unarmed 
guard at the Intermodal Transfer Facility. In addition, the amount and level of fencing 
surrounding the transfer facility is laughable at best.  Breaching this cosmetic fencing and 
overpowering the single unarmed guard on site would require little sophistication for any 
would-be terrorist. 
 

The location of the potential transfer facility, transportation route and storage site 
are alarmingly close to both I-80 and the U.S. Air Force West Desert Bombing Range.  I-
80 is the major east-west thoroughfare through our state that links much of the Midwest 
to Nevada and the west coast. Allowing such a poorly secured facility to operate within 
yards of a significant interstate highway with little or no meaningful security measures 
invites terrorism and puts the health and safety of the citizens our agency is responsible 
for protecting in unfathomable danger.  In addition, the contiguous location of these 
potential sites to the aforementioned military bombing range is equally disturbing. If a jet 
plane or errant missile from the bombing range were to strike the area, the resulting 
casualties would be quick and catastrophic. 
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Inherent threats of the transfer facility aside, the transportation route is also a 
dangerous scenario.  Following transfer of the cask onto semi trucks, these vehicles 
would be required to travel down a two-lane, undivided highway.  This leaves a minimal 
margin of error during this phase of transportation.  Even after the nuclear waste arrives 
safely at its intended destination, the fact remains that the waste casks will be stored out 
in the open.  The current permit would allow 4,000 casks to be dumped in the area.  The 
unprecedented concentration of such material in one location is a public safety risk that 
neither PFS nor the state is equipped to protect from terrorist attack, natural disaster or 
other potential harm. 
 

Sincerely, 

       
Robert L. Flowers 
Commissioner 
Utah Department of Public Safety 
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