
APPENDIX I 

ANAYSIS OF THE EPA EIGHT KEY ELEMENTS FOR THE 

UTAH NPS PROGRAM 

1. The state program contains explicit short- and long-term goals, objectives and strategies to 

restore protect surface and ground water, as appropriate. 

 

The mission, objectives and tasks for the Utah NPS Management Program are described in 

Chapter 2 of the Plan. These tasks consist of short- and long-term goals, as well as annual 

milestones that can be used to document the progress that has been made in achieving program 

goals. 

 

2. The state strengthens its working partnerships and linkages to appropriate state, interstate, 

tribal, regional, and local entities (including conservation districts), private sector groups, 

citizens groups, and federal agencies. 

 

This element is addressed in various sections throughout the Plan.  Chapter 2, Objective 5 is 

titled: Improve Coordination of Governmental and Private Sectors.  Under this objective nine 

tasks are provided that will help improve working partnerships with all relevant agencies.  

Furthermore, Section 3.3 of the Plan discusses the role that stakeholder involvement plays in the 

Statewide NPS Management Program, both at the state and local level.  This section includes the 

roles local entities play in the watershed planning process and also discusses the purpose of the 

Utah Water Quality Task Force.  The State also conducts annual federal consistency reviews with 

the Forest Service and BLM in addition to hosting an annual program coordination meeting to 

inform other agencies of NPS efforts being conducted. 

 

 

3. The state uses a combination of statewide programs and on-the-ground projects to achieve 

water quality benefits; efforts are well integrated with other relevant state and federal 

programs. 

 

The State of Utah uses more than 50% of the 319 funds received for on-the-ground project 

implementation.  In addition to 319 funding, the State has other funding programs used to 

accomplish the mission and objectives of the Statewide NPS Program.  In addition, the State 

works with various federal partners to fund NPS projects around the state.  The Forest Service, 

BLM, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, NRCS, and National Park Service have all partnered with 

the Division of Water Quality on various NPS related projects in the past few years. A description 

of State and Federal programs being used to support the Statewide NPS Management Program 

can be found in section 4.2 of the Management Plan.   

 

4. The state program describes how resources will be allocated between (a) abating known 

water quality impairments from NPS pollution and (b) protecting threatened and high 

quality waters from significant threats caused by present and future NPS impacts. 

 

The State of Utah recognizes the importance of protecting and restoring the waters of the state.  

The State of Utah has initiated a targeted basin approach to implement the Statewide NPS 

program.  This approach will allow the State to allocate the majority of its NPS funding to 

specific priority watersheds on a rotating basis.  This approach gives local watershed groups the 



needed funding to implement watershed plans, and increases the likelihood of seeing 

environmental improvements as a result of the increase in funding available to them.  An in-depth 

description of the targeted basin approach is found in sections 3.4 and 3.9.  The state has also 

increased efforts to protect waterbodies that are at risk of being listed on the 303(d) list of 

impaired waterbodies.  These efforts are reflected in additional tasks identified in the NPS 

management plan as well as section 4.13. 

  

5. The state program identifies waters and watersheds impaired by NPS pollution as well as 

priority unimpaired waters for protection. The state establishes a process to assign priority 

and to progressively address identified watersheds by conducting more detailed watershed 

assessments, developing watershed-based plans and implementing the plans. 

 

The State’s water quality assessment activities are described in section 3.6 of the Management 

Plan.  Section 3.5, Strategic Data Collection, also touches on methods that will be used to gather 

water quality data that can be used for the development of TMDLs, watershed assessment, and 

project effectiveness.  This information is also critical in the development of the states 303(d) and 

305(b) reports which identify waterbodies that are not meeting their designated beneficial uses.  

The State of Utah has also developed an anti-degradation policy, which identifies waterbodies 

that are considered high quality waters, or high priority watersheds.  This policy also discusses 

the precautions that should be taken during any projects or development that take place in those 

locations.  A list of these waterbodies can be found in Appendix E of the Management Plan. 

 

6. The state implements all program components required by section 319(b) of the Clean 

Water Act, and establishes strategic approaches and adaptive management to achieve and 

maintain water quality standards as expeditiously as practicable. The state reviews and 

upgrades program components as appropriate. The state program includes a mix of 

regulatory, non-regulatory, financial and technical assistance, as needed. 

 

The State of Utah has developed a vast array of programs to address nonpoint source pollution 

from various sources.  A list of these programs can be found in Chapter 4 of the Nonpoint Source 

Management Plan.  Some programs are so complex in nature that individual plans have been 

developed to determine how to better deal with those issues.  These plans are included in the 

appendices of the Management Plan.  These programs will be developed or updated as needed.  

These updates may include the addition of BMPs, the revision of program goals and objectives, 

and the inclusion of any strategies that may be required to address NPS issues that may arise in 

the future. The Water Quality Board has provided funding which can be used for financial or 

technical assistance to implement the programs mentioned in this plan. 

 

While the Utah NPS Program consists mainly of non-regulatory programs, regulatory programs 

are also associated with the NPS program.  These regulatory programs include the State’s Animal 

Feeding Operation program and the State’s Storm Water management program.   

 

7. The state manages and implements its NPS management program efficiently and effectively, 

including financial management. 

 

Objective 2 of the Nonpoint Source Management Plan contains eight tasks that will help the 

State’s NPS program continue to function efficiently and effectively.  This includes the 

integration of annual milestones which will be reported on in the annual program report.  In 

addition to these milestones, additional data will be required from all NPS project sponsors in 

their annual reports to verify that they are working with other state and federal agencies, and 



collecting the monitoring data necessary to determine the effectiveness of their projects.  Final 

reports are also an important tool for determining what aspect of projects worked well and which 

did not.   Recently the Division of Water Quality began contracting directly with the Utah 

Association of Conservation Districts to manage the section 319 funds used for agricultural 

related projects.  This is a much more cost effective method than using the Department of 

Agriculture and Food as in the past.  It is also more efficient, as the landowners implementing 

NPS projects now receive funding more quickly, and the billing process has been simplified. 

 

8. The state reviews and evaluates its nonpoint source management program using 

environmental and functional measures of success, and revises its NPS management 

program at least every five years. 

 

The State of Utah will review the Statewide Nonpoint Source Management Program every five 

years.  Recently this review was completed by Utah State University, and many of the 

recommendations given in this report are reflected in the most current version of the Statewide 

Management Plan.  This plan will be updated again in 2018, and a similar review will be 

conducted prior to any revisions being made.  Additional measures are currently underway to 

improve the monitoring of projects funded with Section 319 funding, and State NPS Funding.  

The Targeted Watershed Approach has allowed the State Monitoring Section to adjust the 

monitoring strategy in accordance with the watershed approach.  This will help determine if the 

NPS projects being implemented are helping improve the environment in project areas, and 

increase the effectiveness of watershed planning. 


