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American Sands Energy Corp. Receives Utah DEQ Permit

SALT LAKE CITY, April 28, 2015 /PRNewswire/ - American Sands Energy Corp. (OTCBB: AMSE, "AMSE" or the "Company"), an oil
sands exploration and development company operating in Utah, is pleased fo announce the publication for comment of its Ground
Water Discharge Pemmit and its associated Construction Permit.

"The publication of these permits by The Utah Department of Environmental Quality's Division of Water Quality demonstrates the lack of
impact that American Sands will have on ground water in the Bruin Point area," stated William Gibbs, Company CEQ. AMSE’s
groundbreaking, water-free extraction process is able to extract bitumen from the sands without using or discharging any water. We
believe our Sunnyside Project will become a leading example of clean bitumen extraction for unconventional oil recovery projects."

"Obtaining the approval ofthe DEQ is a major achievement for American Sands,"” according to COO Robin Gereluk. "Once we are fully
permitted, AMSE hopes to be producing bitumen within 18 months at the rate of up to 9,000 barrels per day. With a cost basis of under
$40 per barrel, and our limited environmental impact, we anticipate being a leader in the nascent oil-wet oil sands extraction industry.”

The Company is also currently in the process of working on its Large Mine Permit. AMSE believes it has met all the requirements for
this permit and hopes to have this permit published for public comment in the near future.

About American Sands Energy Corp.

American Sands Energy Corporation is a development stage Delaware company with primary operations in Utah. The Company has
acquired rights to oil sand ore covering approximately 1,800 private acres of prime oll sand deposits in the Sunnyside area of Utah.
The Company has an extraction and recovery system using a licensed proprietary solvent that separates oil and other hydrocarbons
from sand, dirt and other substances without creating tailing ponds and other environmental hazards. For more information, visit
www.americansandsenergy.com (hitp:/Awww.americansandsenergy.com/).

Forward Looking Statements

This release contains forward-looking statements regarding AMSE's future pians and expected performance based on assumptions the
Company believes to be reasonable. A number of risks and uncertainties could cause actual results to differ materially from these
statements, including, without limitation, the success rate of business development efforts, exploration efforts and the timeliness of
development actlivities, the abllity to place the project into full production; the ability to secure all necessary mining pemnits in a timely
manner, fluctuations in energy prices, confirmation of estimated resources, and other risk factors described from time to time in the
Company's reports filed with the SEC. In addition, the Company operates in an industry sector where securities values are highly
volatile and may be influenced by economic and other factors beyond the Company’s control. American Sands Energy Corp.
undertakes no obligation to publicly update these forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or
otherwise. This press release does not constlitute an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy any of AMSE's secunities, and there
shall not be any sale of AMSE's securities in any jurisdiction in which such an offer, solicitation or sale would be unlawful prior to
registration or qualification under the securities laws of any such jurisdiction, or the availablility of an exemption therefrom.
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Cache Valley fourth-graders learn about water
issues
By Kelly Cannon | Posted: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 8:50 pm

Over 1,500 fourth-graders from 21 elementary schools
in the valley learned about water during the annual
Water Fair on Tuesday and Wednesday at the Cache
County Fairgrounds. Hosted by the Cache County
Storm Water Coalition, students learned about various
topics through hands-on activities.

“We also try to pick topics that correlate to the fourth-
grade core curriculum relative to the water cycle and
water systems,” said Bill Young, the city engineer of
Logan. “This hopefully works as a good review this
time of year as they go into core testing and being able
to review that aspect of their core curriculum.” Students from Summit Elementary School
learn how water can become contaminated
during a Water Fair at the Cache County
Fairgrounds on Wednesday.

Learning about water
contamination

Students transitioned between stations manned by
volunteers from 10 cities in the county as well as from
Utah State University, the Rural Water Association
and the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
Students learned about water treatment, water conservation, source protection of wells and
groundwater, the water cycle, cross contamination of water, the importance of minimizing erosion
and how to prevent surface contamination.

The Cache County Storm Water Coalition has been hosting the Water Fair for the past nine or 10
years.

“As part of our permit with the (Utah Department of Environmental Quality), we provide some
public education and outreach,” Young said. “This is one of the activities that we do.”

Fourth-grade teacher Greg Cox from Ellis Elementary said he appreciated that the whole county was
involved in putting on the Water Fair.

“It lets the students know that this isn't just a city issue. This is a county and state issue,” Cox said.
“It teaches the importance of water conservation and using water correctly.”

Cox explained that the water cycle is a big part of the fourth-grade science curriculum, and these
types of activities are really engaging for the students. A I3

“I think that they like coming out and seeing all of the activities that we as teachers can't do in our
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classroom because we don't have the resources,” Cox said.

kcannon@hjnews.com
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Know your city's outdoor water policy as dry summer
approaches

MAY 03, 2015 12:30 PM ¢+ CATHY ALLRED DAILY HERALD

UTAH COUNTY - Salem City has some big,
sharp, scary-looking teeth within its outdoor
watering ordinance.

Mayor Randy Brailsford said the city had
several work meetings in early 2014 before
finalizing the city’s pressurized irrigation water
use ordinance.

“We need people to watch what they are
doing,” Brailsford said, adding that 99 percent
of residents are conservation conscious during
a drought.

“That 1 percent has got to realize that we have a water shortage and they need to work with
us,” he said. “The heavier fine might wake them up to comply along with the rest of the
residents.” '

How heavy is the fine? As much as $750, and that fine goes toward supplying the offender
with a pressurized irrigation water meter.

Upon a fourth violation, Salem City will shut off the offender's pressurized irrigation system
for the 2015 season.

The second-driest state in the U.S., Utah is also one of the most abusive when it comes to
conserving water.

“My biggest concern is, as mayor, | want to make sure we have water in our homes, second
is to have water for our firefighters, third and very last is green lawns,” Brailsford said. ‘I
never heard of a house fire where someone said, ‘Too bad about that house fire, but they
sure had a green lawn.”

Salem isn't the only municipality getting tough on water conservation violations. Payson’s
ordinance for misusing its pressurized water irrigation system can sic an offender with a
$750 fine or up to 90 days in jail, or both.

Each Utah County city has a different system and a different ordinance geared toward its
water needs. Elk Ridge, Genola, Highland, Orem, Provo, Santaquin, Spanish Fork,
Springville, Vineyard and Woodland Hills either have a different watering system (culinary
water) for outdoor watering or have no severe water shortage predicted for the season. L5

Mapleton is one local city that has not imposed water restrictions. The city does, however,
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have a plea written by its mayor in the May edition of the city newsletter.

“We have had early reports that our springs are already dropping in volume and that the
wells have begun to drop as well,” Mayor Brian J. Wall said. “Please do what you can to
conserve water in an effort to avoid mandated watering restrictions.”

While south Utah County seems to be more progressive in reining in excessive water use,
north Utah County governments are beginning to create stronger consequences for water
waste.

City leaders in American Fork showed initiative by becoming one of the first municipal
legislative bodies to institute an earlier water conservation program for secondary irrigation
use.

Other north Utah County cities soon followed suit. Lehi City Council members approved an
amended ordinance to provide more kick if someone is found wasting water. The new law
goes into effect May 15: first violation, warning; second violation, a $150 fine; every violation
after that is a $500 fee.

Each time, the water is turned off until the fine is paid.

The most common water conservation ordinance for outdoor watering includes an odd-even
address regulation. Residents in homes with an odd-numbered address can water on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Those with an even-numbered address can water on
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.

Cedar Hills Mayor Gary Gygi has been focused on water conservation in his city since
taking office in 2012.

“I studied our pressurized irrigation data and compared that to the state's recommended
usage and found out we use almost three times what the state says we should be using,”
Gygi said.

He created a water conservation committee primarily composed of residents and staff to
study the city’'s water usage.

“The committee stated that the only long-term solution is to meter our secondary water,”
Gygi said.

Saratoga Springs officials have done just that, installing a metered secondary irrigation
system so its users pay on tiered levels of usage. The more they use for outdoor watering,
the more they pay.

Gygi said many residents are water conservationists who don't want to over water, nor
supplement others who can’t seem to reign in their watering.

“Any city with pressurized irrigation without meters has a situation where some residents are
subsidizing other residents' watering habits because in most cities, everyone pays only a
base rate,” Gygi said.

“I betieve in the free markets, and this is not a free market where one group is subsidizing
another group; | believe we should pay for what we use.” -
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Residential outdoor water use

The odd and even address rule: odd numbered-addresses water Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays; even addresses water Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays.
Depending on the city, Sunday is a day reserved for dry spot waterings or not at all.

Those cities in Utah County with an active outdoor watering ordinance, listed
alphbetically:

ALPINE

Affective April 15, 3 days a week, odd and even address rule. Watering allowed from 7
p.m.to7 a.m.

Enforcement: First offense, warning; second offence, $50 fine paid before water turned
back on; third and future offences $200 fine, also required before water turned back on.

AMERICAN FORK

Affective March 24, 3 days a week, odd and even address rule. Watering allowed from
6 p.m. to 10 a.m. Residents without automated sprinkler systems water on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. to offset demand. Sundays, dry
spot watering.

Enforcement: The first offense, warning; second offense locked out of water system,
$100 reinstatement fee; third offense is a Class C misdemeanor and a $300 fine.

CEDAR HILLS

The city of Cedar Hills developed a plan to educate and encourage water conservation
in 2014. City elected officials discussed mandatory conservation measures on April 21.

EAGLE MOUNTAIN

Operation of irrigation systems between the hours of 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily is
prohibited. Penalty for violating the code is first a written warning and second,
termination of water service until a $100 reconnection charge is paid to the city.

LEHI

Affective May 11, 2 days a week, odd addresses water on Mondays and Fridays, even
on Tuesdays and Saturdays, Sundays for dry spot watering. Recreation sprinklers and
outdoor water toys prohibited. Hard surface watering prohibited. No time restriction.

Enforcement: The first offense, warning; second offense is a $100 fine; and third and
future offences will be a $500 fine.

LINDON

City policy is no watering from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Violators will be warned. If necessary,
water will be shut off. Other water conservation measures are recommended.

H-7
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Water 3 days a week, odd and even address rule. No watering on Sunday. Watering
time period limited to 15 to 20 minutes. Water between 6 p.m. to 10 a.m. preferred.

Enforcement: The first offense, a warning; second offense, $25 fine; third and future
offenses will be a Class C misdemeanor requiring a mandatory appearance in Payson
Justice Court and a possible $750 fine and up to 90 days in jail.

PLEASANT GROVE
Water 3 days a week, odd and even address rule. No residential watering on Sunday.

Enforcement: First offense, warning; second offense, disconnection and $50
reconnection fee; third offense $200 reconnection fee; fourth offense, $500 reconnect
fee (2014 amendment).

SALEM

No outside watering between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m., no exceptions. No watering on
Tuesdays or Fridays for résidential homes. City parks, schools and businesses water on
Fridays. Residents are allowed to water on Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdays and
Sundays.

Enforcement: A written warning for the first violation. A second violation by a residential
user within the same calendar year, a $100.00 penalty and the valve shall be turned off
and tagged until fee is paid in full. A third violation has a $750.00 penalty and the
pressure irrigation service shall be metered and a metered rate paid for the water used.
A fourth violation and irrigation service will be terminated for the irrigation season.

SANTAQUIN

No mandatory conservation measures. City reserves the right to issue a proclamation
and enforce consequences for violating the proclamation.

See your city's website or call to find out more about your municipality’s water
conservation ordinance.
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‘Water Week' to promote conservation

David DeMille,  7:05 p.m. MDT May 3, 2015

After another warm, dry winter, southwest Utah is facing a fourth stralght year of what some longtime locals are
calling the worst drought in memory.

So this week water managers are hoping a series of water-focused events will encourage residents to
conserve.

The annual "Water Week" campaign gets under way today, kicking off a series of workshops, tours and other
(Photo: Jud Burkett / The Spectrum  @Ctivities hosted by the Washington County Water Conservancy District and St. George City.
& Dally News)
"All activities are designed to recognize the essential role water plays In our daily lives,” sald Julle Glifins,
conservation manager for the district. “We want people to think about water and better understand how it gets to our homes and how we can use it more
efficiently.”

Events start today with the Garden Fair, scheduled for 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Tonaquint Park, 1851 S. Dixle Drive, featwring various Interactive displays and
educational booths, before elected officlals lead a two-mile "water walk" from the park In a symbaolic gesture of the distance people in water-stressed
communities have to walk daily for water,

Later In the week, residents are invited to tour the water treatment plants at either end of the St. George area's municipal water system.

the goal of cutting water per-caplta usage statewide by 25 percent by 2025.

More than 80 percent of Washington County's water use goes toward irrigation, according to area water managers, and despite the desert environment
the county's use as of 2010 was 320 gallons per person per day, compared to a statewide average of 240, according to a Utah Division of Water
Resources report from last year.

However, the county faces a number of unique challenges when it comes to measuring per-capita use — heavy tourism and a large number of second
homes contribute to overall water use.

Residential use was lower than the rest of the state, and in the last decade the county saw a 47 percent drop in residential outdoor use, from 180 gped in
2000 to 95 gped in 2010,

“Our community has come a long way in terms of water awareness but there Is always more we can do," Breckenridge said.

and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SpectrumDeMille

Water Week

May 4

*Garden Fair: Interactive displays, children's games, educational booths, prizes, music, refreshments and other activities, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., Tonaquint
Park, 1851 S. Dixie Dr., St. George.

“Water Walk: A symbolic walk covering two miles - the distance some in water-siressed countries must walk every day to get water- from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
Tonaquint Park, 1851 S. Dixie Dr., St. George.

May 8

*Quall Creek Dam tours: A gulded tour through the dam holding back Quail Crgek Reservolr, which feeds the regional water treatment plant from which
most resldents get thelr water, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. starting at the treatment plant, 270 N. 5300 VWest, Humricane,

May 6
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*Waste Water Treatment Plant tours: A guided tour through the plant where water s treated before being released back Into the Virgin River, 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. at the plant, 3780 S. 1500 West, St. George.

For more Information call the Washington County Water Conservancy District at (435) 673-3617 or visit www.wewed. ora (hitp:/fiwww wowed.org).

Michelie Deres, aquatics bidlogist and chiet operator at the Quall Creek Water Treatment Plant for the Washington County Water Conservancy District, describas the
process behind the treatment of water during a tour of the facility Tuesday, May 8, 2014. Similar tours are being offered thia week as part of the 2018 “Water Weak"
celebration In Weshington County. (Photo: Jud Burkeit / The Spectrum & Dally News)

Rolated storles

Read or Share this story: http:/Mmww.thespectrum.com/story/news/local/2015/05/03/water-week-promote-conservation/2684 7013/

99¢ PER MONTH
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Audit reveals flawed projections on Utah's water

needs
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Summary

An audit found the state of Utah Is
relying on Inaccurate water data,
using outdated basin plans and
Ignoring development of local
water supplies when It projects the
amount of water to meel demands
of a population thal will double by
2080.
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View 31 photos »

Water levels remain low at
Jordanelle State Park
Tuesday, May 5, 2015.
Projections of Utah's water
needs have been made for
the Legislative Audit
Committee.

Jeffrey D. Allred, Deseret News

SALT LAKE CITY — A legislative audit released Tuesday
concludes state water managers have no real idea how
much water is being used across Utah so the projection
that developed supplies will be exhausted by 2040 is not
reliable.

The audit, performed by the Office of the Legislative

Auditor General, was requested by lawmakers and
pushed by advocacy groups that argue
Utah's pursuit of the Lake Powell Pipeline

” 1o 210 220 229 and Bear River Development project is a
5 159 161 166 180 181 waste of taxpaycr dollars.

L]

Vi bare o s e wan o wm vm ) The audit is being presented Tuesday at 9

a.m. before the Legislative Audit
Subcommittee.

While it did not conclude the two projects are
unnecessary, the audit did say that the baseline data
used to project future water needs is fraught with
significant inaccuracies and flawed estimates derived
from submissions by 468 public community water
managers that are not verified or questioned.

In one instance, a city's water use in 2013 was double
that of 2012 and in another, a city's public works
director acknowledged that there were serious problems
in documenting water use prior to 2009, so that
information should be ignored.

Both state divisions that work with the numbers
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submitted by local water providers acknowledge
problems with the information's veracity, lcading the
audit recommend that the parent department, Natural

Resources, take the lead in ensuring better nnmbers.

The release of the audit brought strong reaction from
those opposed to the pipeline project.

"The Division of Water Resources has been using bad
data to support billions of dollars in unnecessary
spending for massive water projects,” said Zach Frankel,
executive director of the Utah Rivers Council.

"This marks the first time in two decades that this
agency will have any oversight."

In a written response to the audit, the state Division of
Water Resources director Eric Millis agreed there needs
to be a more sophisticated system that measures water
use across the state, better methods for validating the
results and plans need te be updated on a more routine
basis.

Millis also said the division plans to work more closely
with other entities to refine estimates on developed
water supplies.

The audit found that the water resources division is
wrongly ignoring local areas' development of water
supplies and that seven of 11 individualized water basin
plans have not been updated in a decade or more.

Utah water managers are also over estimating daily
consumption requirements, keeping the same number
well into the future that ignore savings that will
naturally be achieved through smaller lots, greater use
of low-flow appliances and more aggressive
conservation strategies that could be implemented.

"In conclusion, opportunities to continue reducing per
capita water use remain abundant," the audit said.
"Better data, more thoroughly analyzed, is needed to
inform policymakers."

Information compiled in the long-awaited audit also
reveals a haphazard system of secondary water use in
which waste is rampant and conservation rarely

cncouraged.

The audit pointed to a 10-year Utah State University
study of outdoor watering practices in Salt Lake City
that found residents, as recently as 2010, were applying
twicc the amount of water needed for plants to be
healthy.

While acknowledging that states have different
reporting methods and varying climates, the audit
shows Utah has the highest per capita water use in the
nation — at 248 gallons per capita, compared to
Nevada's 229, Arizona's 196 and Colorado's 180.

The differences are so large, the audit notes, that it
questions statewide conservation targets that could be
more aggressive to bump up additional water savings.

Auditors point to unfettered water use that is driven in
large measure by low water rates and lack of secondary
water metering that fails to encourage conservation.
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water in 30 U.S. cities that revealed Salt Lake City's
water rates at a lower level than nearly every other city
analyzed. A comparable look at a household's use of 100
gallons of water per day showed that Phoenix charges
30 percent more, Las Vegas 36 percent more and Santa
Fe 82 percent more than Salt Lake City does for water.

A number of recommendations are included in the audit
report — some of which would require a change in state
law — such as requiring universal metering, reduction of
water provider reliance on property taxes that subsidize
water rates and thc usc of conservation pricing
structures.

This story will be updated following Tuesday morning's
Legislative Audit Subcommittee meeting.

Email: amyjoi@deseretnews.com, Twitter: amyjoi16
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Small business agenda Avoid a bad hair day WWI Purple Heart

There are no "one size fits all” Your hairdresser could save you One of the first Purple Heart
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2016 presidential campaign. day. American military personnel is
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CABOQO Logan,ut

Utah State University has no right to comment on wasteful water practices because they waste
tons of water. When I inquired about their wasteful watering practices (flooding the quad,
watering al) day, not adjusting sprinklers to actually stay on the More.

11:45 a.m. May 5, 20156 Top comment

stuff provo, uT

With the anticipated population growth along the Wasatch front, it would be very short-
sighted and a great failure to not build a larger water supply system. I'm all for conservation
but there are still fixed requirements for water. Plan and More .

14:31 a.m, May 5, 2016 Top comment

Hoosier87 american Fark, UT

We live in a desert, I say build as tmany reservoirs and dam up as much water as possible,
Who would ever complain about having too much water?

And I for one don't care what Vegas or New Mexico charges for their water - what More.

11:53 a.m.May5,2016 * Top comment

Comments Leave a comment »

DesereiNews.com encourages a civil dialogue among its readers. We welcome your thoughtful comments.
— About comments
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Water Pipeline Triggers Debate About Utah's
Future

By JUDY FAHYS (/PEOPLE -FAHYS) .« MAY 4, 2015
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The Virgin River (shown here near Zlon National Park) is the primary water source for the Washington County Water
Conservancy District. The district says the Lake Powell would provide a backup source of water for this growing area.
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Ron Thompson sees a future when four times as many people could be living here in St. George, and
they'll need more water than the Virgin can provide. That's why he wants the Lake Powell Pipeline
(http://www.wewcd.org/projects/current-projects/Ipp-lake-powell-pipeline/).

“I think we'll hit that limit in about a decade,’ says Thompson, general manager of the Washington
County Water Conservancy District. “We will have developed everything we can, and unless we
bring a project similar to Lake Powell online, we're really out of water in this basin. Either people
gotta start bringing their water with ‘em or stay away.”

The pipeline would be a giant straw, nearly 6
feet in diameter and winding halfway across the

Water is the only Ilmltlng state with enough water to support thousands
factor to the growth in Utah - of families in Washington and Kane counties. It
Utah Gov. Gary Herbert also wouid heip the state capture water

promised under the 1922 Colorado River
Compact - water some consider Utah's
birthright.

The state officially became the project’s leader in 2006, when lawmakers passed the Lake Powell
Pipeline Development Act. Since then, the Utah Division of Water Resources has spent roughly $25
million of statewide sales tax revenues on the application to license the project through the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission. The application is due in a year.

Thompson says Utahns see the pipeline as an economic investment. It’s also a means of fulfilling the
state’s and the region’s destiny.

“The question really is: Does Utah, who has a big water right that comes into Lake Powell every
year, can only get out of Lake Powell, do they allow that water to stay here so it sustains our
economy and we use our water here?” Thompson asks, “Or do we allow it to go downstream to
support and sustain other economies and other citizens that doesn't help our kids or our
economy?”

[ o]
(http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/kuer/files/styles/x_large/public/201505/SandHollow.png)
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Lake Powell water would be stored at Sand Hollow Reservoir if the pipeline’s built. But Jane
Whalen hopes that won't happen. She’s a founding member of the local environmental group,
Citizens for Dixie's Future (http://citizensfordixie.org/lake-powell-pipeline/).

"I think there's great strides that we can make that would fill the need for water for the future,” she
says, “and we should just be self-reliant on the water supplies that we have here first before we try
to bring in a pipeline.”

Whalen says pipeline supporters are exaggerating demand projections and underestimating
conservation. And, while supporters say the pipeline will cost less than $1 billion dollars, critics like
Whalen predict it will be much more expensive.

"If it's gonna be paid with impact fees and things like that and water rates, property taxes -- they're
all gonna have to go up to pay for it,’ she says. “So, in the long term, it's really a bad thing for our
local community to take on that type of debt.’

Environmentalists have developed an alternative plan
(http://www.westernresourceadvocates.org/water/pdf/altlakepowellreport.pdf) that promises
enough water to keep up with growth at about one third the cost -- by reusing water, updating farm
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customers the wrong message about using it helping pay for the Lake Powell Pipeline license application.
wisely. It's due next year at the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission.
“If you give people something for free, they'll CREDIT UTAH DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

waste it,’ says Beard, former director of the
Bureau of Reclamation, the federal agency that created Lake Powell. “If you want to promote
conservation, the first thing you need to do is raise the price of water."

The West's 15-year drought is already heating up the broad water debate, with California’s turmoil
dominating the news. But water has risen to the top of Utah’s agenda too.

Utah lawmakers created a multi-million-dollar fund this winter to help plan for projects like the
Lake Powell Pipeline. And Governor Gary Herbert has hinted the project will be part of the state’s
water solution.

“Water is the only limiting factor to the growth in Utah,” he told reporters at the KUED monthly
news conference in April.

“It's going to be a matter of conserving what we have and also developing what we need going into
the future. That’s a significant challenge. We live in an arid climate. You know, it's a desert.”

It’s a challenge that Washington County won't be able to avoid. Last summer dozens of farmers lost
the right to irrigate their crops from Virgin River tributaries because water supplies were so tight.

It became clear that the situation hasn’t improved (http://www.wcwcd.org/announce/water-
conditions-make-case-for-lake-powell-pipeline/) when water managers throughout the state met
last month at Salt Lake City's National Weather Service office. Hydrologist Brian Mclnerney
detailed the gloomy water situation statewide and how the winter’s lean snowpack has starved the
Virgin River again. H-17
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= Pipeline remains contentious after more than a
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The water-demand curve shows what government agencies
and the business community say are Utah's water needs going
into the future. They consider trends based on conservation
and no new conservation. Environmentalists say these
demand projections and possibly the population projections,
too.
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<p>SALT LAKE CITY — The parched ranges of western
Summary tah and two other states are drawing a visit from top
Aprolonged droughtin the Westfa officials with the Bureau of Land Management, who
prompting a visitromthe director  plan to see firsthand the devastating impacts of a four-
ofthe Bureau of Land year drought.
Management and his deputy . ) .
director. Multiple meelngswilbe  The national director of the BLM, Neil Kornze, was
held inUtah, Nevada and Idaho. 1, jefed on the drought and on what sort of preparations
are being carried out for the upcoming wildfire season.
He was in Boise to meet with authorities at the National
Interagency Fire Center and is determining the extent of
measures that will be put into place to protect sage
grouse habitat from the onslaught of what is expected to
be an active wildfire season.,
Interior Secretary Sally Jewell issued an order that
directs use of the best science to protect sage-grouse
sensitive lands from wildfire, which is among the top - —
threats to the chicken-size bird.
Most Popular
“This fire season could be quite challenging, and we
need to be coordinated and prepared,” Kornze said in InUtah  Across Site
statement released after his briefing. “I grew up right Worth 1,000 words: Here's @ look at the top.
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Drought-stricken Utah draws visit from top BLM officials | Deseret News

Kornze 1s accompanied by his deputy airector Steve
Ellis. The two are planning to meet with local leaders in
both Utah and Nevada. Of the five Great Basin states,
Utah, Idaho and Nevada are 99 percent impacted by
severe drought.

After touring the fire center in Boise, Ellis plans to meet
with Box Elder County elected officials and ranchers to
see restoration efforts that have reduced the
proliferation of cheat grass and resulted in juniper
removal at Dove Creek and other areas of the county. In
addition, Ellis will visit Juab County to discuss local
issues that include law enforcement.
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South Jordan City converts City Park to
secondary water irrigation

Like <49 Tweot {8 5

@ 05/05/2015 08:59 PM (@) 05/05/2015 09:05 PM e Ta

SOUTH JORDAN, Utah (ABC 4 Utah) The City of South Jordan
recently completed a project that switched the source of water
used to irrigate City Park from drinking water to a secondary
water imigation system,

City Park consists of 50 acres of irigated turf and the
conversion will save $133,000 per year by not using drinking
water. Clty officials expect annual savings will Increase each
year as the cost of drinking waler increases.

Clty officials say in total more than 256 acre feet or 86,000,000
gallons of drinking waler will be saved annually. The amount of
drinking water saved and conserved is enough to supply 465
homes annually, both indoor and outdoor usage.

City Park s located at 11010 South Redwood Road and features flelds used for football, soccer, baseball, softball,
playgrounds and more.

Copyright 2015 good4utah.com Nexstar Broadcasting, Afl rights reserved, This material may not be published, broadcast, rewriten, or
redistributed.
Page: 1
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When we turn on our faucets at home we expect water to come rushing out of them on demand. It's
easy not to think about where that water comes from or how it's treated. But with climate change
and persistent droughts across the West, many city water managers have to find creative ways to
supply growing populations with the water they need. We continue our series, Utah's Uncertain
Water Future, with a look at the sophisticated system that brings clean drinking water to the
residents of Salt Lake City.

City Creek, Parleys, Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons are the water sheds Salt Lake City depends
on for drinking water. Laura Briefer is the water resources manager for the city. She says our
population is extremely fortunate to have such access to such clean sources.

“A drop of water would come down Big Cottonwood Stream, go into our water treatment plant at
the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon , into our water distribution system and then ultimately to
our taps in the Salt Lake Valley. It takes about 24 hours for that drop to make that journey,” says
Briefer.

Just last month, city water mangers took the Big Cottonwood Canyon water treatment plan off line
to make some improvements. A brand new water intake structure was built as a first line of defense
against unwanted particles. Bill Meyer is a water treatment plant manager for Salt Lake City.

“We try to remove as much of the debris before it goes into the facility and then of course the
treatment process starts there. The old one like | said only could remove the sands and rocks and
so on and so forth. The way this one is designed is that it will remove all of the vegetation as well
because of the one millimeter screens we're putting in. So we will only get basically water coming
into the facility,’ says Meyer.

The filtration process continues inside the building and then the water is chemically treated.

“We do generate our own chlorine here on site so it's a weak solution, it’s very safe to use and of
course it keeps us from smelling like chlorine all the time - like a pool in here which is nice. Once
that's done we add ferric, which is right here and then we flash mix it. These big mixers in here stir
this up very rapidly to bring all of that together,’ says Meyer.

Meyer says the ferric has a positive charge that helps pull microscopic solids out of the water. A
small amount of lime is added for PH adjustment. Workers also insert fluoride at the end of the
process. All of the valves in the filter building were recently refurbished or replaced. Meyer says
that improvement will dramatically increase efficiency in the filtration process.

“Well, we were fosing a fotof water. It turns out to be about 250,000 dollars worth of chemical and
electrical costs it was charging us on just water loss returned back to the facility because we don't
really lose our water, we just have to retreat it. So we decided to stop that by replacing and

refurbishing all of the valves in this filter building,’ says Meyer. o
-24



Once the treated water leaves the plant, it's channeled into the city’s vast pipe infrastructure and
eventually makes it way to the taps of Salt Lake residents. But not every city in the U.S. has the
ample surface water resources of the Wasatch Front. Severe drought in south and west have forced
municipalities to find unorthodox ways to meet drinking water demand. The city of Wichita Falls in
north Texas recently found itself in a crippling drought that was drying up the two lakes it depends
on for its drinking water. ;

“By the end of 2011 we were nearing fifty percent in our combined capacity. Over the next few
years up to date, we've actually dropped from fifty percent down to the low twenties,’ said Mark
Southard, Water Purification Manager for Wichita Falls.

With his city facing a serious crisis, Southard and other water mangers implemented a program that
now recycles human waste water and blends it with lake water to produce the city's drinking water
supply. Southard says public reaction has been mostly positive.

“We've heard a lot of comments from people that say they actually think the water tastes better
with fifty percent reverse osmosis blended with fifty percent raw lake water. So, we've had some
very positive comments even after the water’s gone out to the public,’ says Southard.

Waste water recycling is a strategy more cities are willing to consider as surface water sources
shrink. It's not a choice that Salt Lake City currently has to consider, but a dry winter and lean
snowpack have forced city officials to acknowledge that we are facing a drought. The city issued a
stage one water advisory recently asking to residents to practice conservation. But Laura Briefer
says that for now enough water is stored to meet the challenge.

“We have participated in the development of the Deer Creek and the Jordanelle system in the
Provo River drainage and right now the capacity of that reservoir system is about ninety seven
percent. Last year we really managed our sources of water to carry over some of that storage
capacity in case we had a drought this year,’ says Briefer.

Briefer says climate change will be the factor that has greatest influence on how many cities
develop strategies to face water challenges. That means that even though we still get water on
demand, we need to start paying more attention to how much we use and stop taking this precious

resource for granted.
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Payson mayor o enact stricter water restrictions
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Payson mayor to enact stricter water restrictions

MAY 07,2015 7:30 PM » DANIELLE DOWNS DAILY
HERALD

PAYSON — Mayor Richard Moore of Payson is
expected to sign a proclamation soon enacting
additional water restrictions for the city.

According to the proclamation, residents are
restricted to two watering days per week, as
opposed to the current three-day schedule. It
also included a new penalty requiring third-time
offenders to pay for the installation of a water
meter on their property.

Residents with odd-numbered addresses can
water only on Tuesday and Saturday, while
those with even-numbered addresses are
allowed only Monday and Friday. Large water
users, churches, schools, city parks and large
agricultural users are allotted Wednesday and
Sunday. No watering is allowed Thursday.

Residents using pop-up sprinkler heads are
encouraged to water for a maximum of 20
minutes and 30 minutes or less for rotating
sprinkler heads.

The proclamation cited "extreme drought
conditions" with the pressurized irrigation
system and Payson Lakes at insufficient levels
to sustain the system throughout the irrigation
season as reasons for increasing restrictions.

Restrictions are effective until Sept. 30.

The proclamation also identified top maintenance properties throughout the watering season
including Payson City Cemetery, Memorial Park, city recreational fields and Gladstan Golf
Course. It noted that other city properties will be kept alive though not watered as frequently
as designated priority areas.

H-29

hitp://www. heraldextra.com/newsAocal/south/payson-mayor-to-enact-siricter-water-restrictions/article_1053ec87-9610-533a-806e-7186754ee0a4.Mmi 7print=t...  1/1



52012015 Drought Is the 'new normal,’ water siralegist says | Deseret News

Deseret News [searcn [[Doserst News

Utah US.&World Sports Moneywise Opinion  Faith  Family

Drought is the 'new normal,’ water strategist
says
By Cassldy Hansen, Deseret News Print  Fontf+]{] 18 Comments »

Published: Friday, May 8 2015 11:28 p.m, MDT
Updated: Friday, May 8 2015 11:29 pm. MDT

Awater strategist warned Friday that the
drought is here to stay and said Utahns need
to take water conservation seriously.

Shuttersiock
Enlarge pholo»

SALT LAKE CITY — A water strategist warned Friday
Summary that the drought is here to stay and said Utahns need to

A waler svalegist wamed Friday : .
hatthe drought s here to stay and take water conservation seriously.

::m’::::n"::om;f@ waer "We need to stop calling it a drought. This is now the
new normal," said Will Sarni, who has worked for both
the public and the private sectors over the last three
decades, "A 'good rain’ is not going to make life good."”

Sarni was the keynote speaker at the Salt Lake
Chamber's "Water is Your Business" forum Friday. He
said both public and private leaders are playing "catch-
up" as they create new policies to combat current water
shortages. Part of the rush is because they are running
short on time as water projections created to mimic the
year 2025 are a reality in 2015.

The water issue expands far beyond the concern of
whether there is enough water for Utahns to turn on
their sprinklers or faucet. Water is essential to the
emerging middle class and a growing economy, he said.

At fist glance, it's difficult to trace part of the water issue
to a growing socioeconomic class. To explain the
concept, Sarni projected three food options and the
amount of water that the items require to be produced:

-An-apple requires 19 gallons of water; a hamburger, 634

gallons; and a 10.5-ounce steak, 1,189 gallons.
Because of dietary preference and a more expendable
budget, middle-class residents increasingly pick food
hitp:/Awww.deseretnews.com/arti cle/865626208/Drought-Is-the-new-normeal-water-strategist-says.himl
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Drought is the 'new normal,’ water strategist says | Deseret News

options with higher protein values to replace lower

production cost items, in terms of both money and

water. That means that as the middle class grows in
numbers, the number of gallons of water it takes Lo
produce these types of food will also increase.

As for the economy, water is essential to attracting new
businesses to a state, Sarni said. "If you have water over
the next several decades, that has value.”

The "value" of water to businesses is no longer solely
dependent on the monetary cost of receiving water in an
operational facility or office; rather, water is now seen
as a "business risk" by water conscious companies, he
said.

The absence of water in an economy can be costly. In
fact, Sarni cited water issues in California as causing the
state approximately $3 billion in economic growth
because the value of water in the state was considered
too risky based on three categories of evaluation:
Pphysical, regulatory and reputational.

Physical is the simplest of the categories, it deals with
water availability in a geographical sense. In other
words, is there enough, and is the proper infrastructure
present for water delivery?

Regulatory deals with relationships between businesses
and local governments. It specifically investigates the
public policies that have been implemented by local
governments and value is based on the types of
regulations and restrictions placed on industries' ability
to get water. Monetary value is also an aspect of this
category.

Reputational deals with how the businesses and states
manage their water, specifically if these entities are
considered water stewards or water consumers.

Water reputation is evidently important on a social
level, seeing that one of the proposed post-2015
Millennium Development Goals established by the
United Nations is to "ensure availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation for all,” but water
reputation is now important to a successful business
model, Sarni said.

However, the way that businesses treat water is
becoming increasingly important. "Millennials now buy
on brand value," he said.

Millennials and others who are environmentally
conscious spend more money on products that are
conscious of the environinent. Thus, water is becoming
an issue that extends beyond public policy.

Sarni suggested that businesses and governments begin
on a path of water stewardship. This can be
accomplished by developing policies that serve as
catalysts to preservation, innovation and engagement in
the context of the water issue.

Suggestions for getting consumers on the path included
incentives for less water usage, educating consumers
about water use, and measuring water consumption in
units that are familiar for consumers.
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§/20/2015 Drought Is the ‘new normal,' water strategist says | Deseret News
“I think it has to be more than just trying to convince
the consumer that conserving water is a smart move.
There has to be market signals, there has to be
incentives, and you have to mobilize other industry
sectors,” said Sarni.

Email: chansen@deseretnews.com
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High Country News

FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT THE WEST

Utah vastly overstating future water shortages
State projections downplayed what conservation and agriculture can provide.

Sarah Gilman | May 7, 2015 | Web Exclusive

Utah’s Division of Water Resources has painted a bleak picture for the state’s hydrological future. Even if
water use is cut through conservation, officials project that demand will outstrip available supplies by 2040,
as the population nearly doubles to 6 million people by 2060. A whopping $33 billion in upgrades,
maintenance of existing water systems and development of new supplies will be needed to make up the
shortfall.

Set agamst a backdrop of a_fgy_dxfﬁmmughtm

gmqmmm_au reservoirs droppmg and some mmnw.aquiﬁm
ater-table-crea aza alley), the scenario can seem a pretty
compellmg argmnent for nmmassmmdmmmmﬂmmm

Lhnpg[mhm,g_gassnﬂmw that the state wants to build: A 6 foot-diameter, 140-mile-long
: asp) that would allow

Utah to draw its remaining share of Colorado Rlver water from Lake Powell and pump it to Kane and
Washmgton Countles, anda gmdm

, , : : ; eline : on the Bear River system,
which feeds into the Great Salt Lake that would supply 220,000 acre-feet of water to surrounding
communities.

Trouble is, that scenario may be flat wrong, or at the very least overstated.

On May 5, Utah's Legislative Auditor General released a damning (damming?) report
(http://le.utah.gov/audit/15_01rptpdf) revealing that the water agency’s forecasts are based on unreliable

data and failed to adequately account for the possible contributions of conservation and irrigation water
freed up as new homes consume farmland. “By excluding this added water supply;” the auditors write, “the
projections accelerate the timeframes for developing costly, large-scale water projects.” Zach Frankel of the
Utah Rivers Council, which opposes the pipeline and stumped for the audit along with several other groups,
puts it more bluntly: “We are not,” he says, “running out of water”

The data problems are partly driven by inefficiency and inadequate resources. The division obtains
information about water use from 468 local water providers secondhand through another agency. Just one
staffer is devoted to this task, and though that person attempts to verify data by calling local officials directly
every five years, errors slipped through. Sometimes, water providers made mistakes because they weren't
properly trained or didn’t understand the instructions or purpose of the data. One city even reported water
use for 2012 by submitting data from a city in New York with an identical name.
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“We agree with many of the audit conclusions and recommendations and believe that (they) will enable us to
strengthen our processes,” Division of Water Resources Director Eric Millis told lawmakers at a hearing the
day the report was released. “We tried to do the best we could with what we had available”

The audit’s conclusions about conservation are even more troubling. Despite being one of the nation’s most
arid states, Utah consistently tops nearly every other state in per capita water use. And yet the division
assumes that conservation can only drop statewide consumption by 25 percent. Its projections have water
use flatlining at 220 gallons per person, per day after 2025 - still much higher than current use in many
other Western states.

Figure 3.3 A Comparison of Water Use Among the Western
States. At 248 gpcd, Utah's municipal and industrial water use, as
well as residential water use, is reported to be the highest of these

10 westem states.
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Source: Extimaled use of water In the Unlied Stafes in 2010: U.S. Gsological Survey Clrcuisr 1405, 2014
Nole: Use only inciudes water from public providers.

Graph shows average statewlde water use in gallons per person per day, by state. Courtesy of the Legislative
Auditor General

“We find one regional comparison that is insightful,’ the auditors write. “The Southern Nevada Water
Authority, which serves the Las Vegas region, has a goal to reduce water use to 199 (gallons per person per
day) by 2035. In contrast, the communities in Southwestern Utah, which have a climate similar to that of
Southern Nevada, have a goal to reduce water use to 292 by the year 2060.”

That’s the area that would be served by the Lake Powell Pipeline. Given the project’s expected cost of $1
billion to $3.5 billion, Frankel calls southwestern Utah's conservation goals “appalling for a state that claims
to value water and fiscal conservatism.”
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The audit identifies numerous areas for improvement, not least of which are Utah’s incredibly cheap water
rates, which are heavily supported by property taxes. “We subsidize water more than any other state,” says
Republican state Senator Howard Stephenson, president of the Utah Taxpayers Association. “When my
neighbor is running his garden hose down the gutter while he’s washing his car, there’s no impact to his
pocket book because he’s socializing the waste among all of his neighbors. If people actually bear the cost of
their choices, youd assure more conservation.” The state could also implement tiered rate structures in
which heavy users pay more, and actually meter “secondary” — or outdoor — water systems, which, unlike
several other Western states, Utah has yet to tackle.

Figure 3.3 Property Taxes and Charges for Service as a
Percent of Total Budget, Selected Local Entities. One reason
water prices In Utah are low Is that many water conservancy
districts rely heavily on local property taxes and other fees
unrelated to water use.

B Propesty Tax / Fee-n-lieu ® Charges for Services & Other
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Graph courtesy of Legislative Auditor General,

And though much of Utah'’s expected residential growth will gobble up farmland on the Wasatch Front, the
Division appears to vastly underestimate the amount of freed up irrigation water that would be shifted over
to residential use. In the Weber River Basin, for example, the auditors found that 52,000 more acre-feet
would be available than the state has projected. That's roughly equivalent to the share of water that
communities there would receive from the $1.5 billion Bear River Project.

Department of Natural Resources Executive Director Mike Styler, who oversees the Division of Water
Resources, told lawmakers at the May 5 hearing that the audit was “a great help” for predicting future water
use and that his staff was already looking into implementing recommendations. If anyone should be nervous
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about the report, he added, it’s “you in the Legislature. (This audit) is suggesting that you look at ways to
alter water demand. That’s saying, ‘Folks, we want you to consider changing your way of life’ ... That will
take great courage.”

Sarah Gilman is a contributing editor at High Countr); News. Follow @Sarah_Gilman
(https://twitter.com/Sarah_Gilman)
Homepage image of Salt Lake City courtesy of Skyguy414, Wikimedia Commons

Copyright € High Country News
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Logan River restoration in works
Lis Stewart | Posted: Sunday, May 10, 2015 12:15 am

A group of outdoors enthusiasts and experts intend to start work on restoring the Logan River, as
well as get input from local residents, this year.

The effects for flood mitigation on the river are not as apparent as they were last year when Logan
city wrapped up its government-funded project that included cutting down trees and channelizing
sections of the river, but members of the Logan River Task Force, formed amidst public outcry over
the work, still see where work can be done to improve the river to a state even better than it was
before.

“We’ve certainly been critical with the city about what happened before, but they’ve been really good
to work with,” said Frank Howe, chair of the Logan River Task Force. “They’ve been coming to all
our meetings and listening to our suggestions.”

The 26-member task force has a $600,000 grant from the Utah Division of Water Quality, and a
$400,000 city match, to use for the restoration work. They hope to have the first phase, which
includes the area from Golf Course Road to 1000 West, wrapped up by 2017. Howe said the task
force is looking at the restoration as a long-term approach.

Meetings will be held with stakeholders along the river this year, Howe said, to determine what their
wants and needs are. The task force separated the river into sections according to the environment
around it; residential, commercial, recreational, agricultural and the Cutler Reservoir area owned by

Pacificorp.

By next year, Howe said he would like to have public meetings finished and have started monitoring
the river for things like water quality and habitat. He would like to have barriers and objectives
identified. He also hopes to start planting vegetation where needed, with the help of a riparian
planting guide published by the Utah State University Extension.

Howe also wants to work with residents on using the information from the Extension to suggest
planting native vegetation to hold in banks, rather than the traditional practice of putting in concrete.

One aspect of the projects is restoring fish habitat, which, according to local anglers, was impacted
by the flood mitigation.

Kurt Finlayson, a local fisherman who represents Cache Anglers on the task force, said the flood
mitigation had a pendulum effect.

“Now that they’ve ripped everything out, there’s tons of access, but unfortunately a lot of what
they’ve done has destroyed (habitat),” Finlayson said.
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The river is a good resource for the city because of its accessibility, he said.

“It’s kind of downtown Logan, which is why it’s such a great area to try to help out,” he said. “You
don’t have to go 20 miles up the canyon or go to the Blacksmith (Fork River). I can walk out of
ICON and go fishing in three minutes.”

Finlayson said he’s optimistic for the future of the Logan River restoration, if a bit impatient to get
things going.

“There are a lot of people working on this, including the city, that are trying to fix what we’ve done,
and they see the river as a precious resource, and theyre all working, I think, very hard to go over
that and make it better frankly than it was.”

A ok TN P,

Istewari@hjnews.com

Twitter: @CarpetComm
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KUED addresses Utah's water future with program

For The Spectram & Dally News  10:10 p.m. MDT May 10, 2015

Are we approaching a day when turning on a Utah tap won't provide water on demand? Could Utah's heralded
economic engine grind to a halt for lack of water?

For the state's water managers, Utah is at a crossroads for answering those questions.

The latest UtahNOW production, Utah's Uncertain Water Future, foreshadows the struggle ahead over securing
this essential resource in the nation's second driest state. A collaboration between KUED and Utah NPR

(Photo: Submitted) affiliate, KUER 90.1, the half-hour program was written and produced by KUER's award-wininng environmental
reporter Judy Fahys In partnership with KUED's Emmy-winning producer Joe Prokop.

It first alred May 6 and will repeat May 18 at 8:30 p.m. and May 30 at 5:30 p.m.

"Few Issues are as central fo life in the Intermountain West as water, and yet the complexity of the issue drives many broadcasters away from the topic,"
said Ken Verdola, KUED Director of Production. "l think KUER and KUED recognize this as a special opportunity In our service — to explore a story that
touches our lives and to dedicate enough time to elevate our understanding.”

The Sand Hollow water plant Is shown. (Photo: Submitted)

Utah's Uncertain Water Future explores Utah's relationship with water — from the days when ploneers dug canals by hand to a future riddled with deep
droughts and other uncertainties. The program focuses on the challenges southwestem Utah faces as it plans to fumish enough water for growing
populations.

KUER will air radio features that complement the documentary. Website extras include expanded interviews, informative graphics, and links to valuable

resources, (kued org/water (hitp://kued.org/water))

“As we find ourselves at a crossroads in our relationship with water, the documentary examines the hard questions about the past and posliions us to live
in the reality of the 21st century,” said writer/producer Judy Fahys.
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A historic vlew of pipolino in Washlngton County is shown, (Photo: Library of Congress)
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Joining Forces in the Search for Utah's Water

Future
By JUDY FAHYS ![EEOELE[JQQX-EAH!Q « MAY 8, 2015

(http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/kuer/files/styles/x_large/public/201505/IMG_4909.JPG)

Soils scientist Scott Jones checks instruments that measure weather and moisture high in the Wasatch Mountains in
hopes of learning how different vegetation types use water.

JUDY FAHYS/KUER
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Scott Jones steers a snowmobile into the TW. Daniel Experimental Forest deep in the mountains
above Logan. He's a soils physicist at Utah State University, and he’s studying how forests use and
store water. '

“Understanding the processes up here will help us anticipate what’s happening in the valleys and
streams,’ he says.

Jones and a colleague measure water the snowpack’s holding after Utah’s warmest and driest
winter on record. Data like this can help water managers plan for the future.

Comparing the water Utah can count on with the water it needs has been an obsession since
settlers arrived. And now it’s a big factor in the water challenges ahead of us, and some say it's
essential for disparate groups to share their best ideas to find meaningful solutions.

Historian Lyman Hafen recalls how pioneers labored in Washington County to supply water to the
growing population. Hafen says their values are embodied in a St. George ordinance.

"If any water taker shall waste water or allow it to be wasted by negligence...”
Wasting water back then, he says, could mean a stiff twenty-five-dollar fine or time behind bars.

"So that gives you an idea of how precious water was in 1909 and that conservation ethic,” he says.
“You could go to jail for twenty-five days for having a leaky faucet. There are the two aspects of the
culture that we now have and the one keeps us developing more and more water. But the part of
the culture other that hasn't carried through as much is that we should be conserving”

Utah finds itself at a similar crossroads today. The state’s population of 3 million is expected to
double by 2040, and there's no more water today than there was when pioneers arrived.

It was just this week that lawmakers heard state auditors explain that its hard to plan for that
growth because basic data on supplies and demands are riddled with errors. Salt Lake City
Democratic Rep. Brian King called for action.

“We've got to make decisions about how much money we're going to plow into - as a legislature
how much money we're going to allocate and budget and raise from taxpayer funds - for those
kinds of infrastructure projects, and | just want to make the best decisions possible.”

Climate change is an even bigger question mark for Utah’s water. Rob Gillies, director of the Utah
Climate Center at USU, alse serves on the Gov. Gary Herbert's multidisciplinary Water Strategy
Advisory Team. As it drafts a master water to-do list for the next half-century, the group has

discussed conservation and technology, Gillies says.
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“But then it was noted that actually the greatest risk for the state is water resources” he recalls,
“and the greatest component of that risk is climate change”

The Climate Center has pointed out that Utah is already warming twice as fast as the global
average, and the science suggests the state is likely to get hotter. But Gillies says the trend for
water is unforeseeable. Wilder fluctuations between flooding and longer, deeper droughts are
making it impossible to plan ahead.

Pat Mulroy considers questions like these for the Brookings Mountain West think tank and the
World Economic Council’s water committee. Especially climate change.

“It is definitely a game changer,’ she says. “| think it's a game changer in how we use water, and |
think it's a game changer in how we manage water, and | think it's going to redefine relationships.’

Mulroy says interest groups, like farmers, environmentalists and water managers have to stop
fighting one another over water. So do the seven Colorado River states. She predicts there will be a
day when Utah finds itself in a drought as deep as California’s or a water shortage as severe as
Nevada's thanks to climate change.

“There is real strength in strategic partnerships,’ she says. “You help buffet against you help buffet
each other's weaknesses and exposures, and the whole is greater than the sum of the parts”

Back when she was water boss for southern Nevada, Mulroy gained worldwide recognition for
making water-wise practices routine. She persuaded homeowners to rip out their lawns and golf
courses to keep their turf green with gray water. She established a water-banking program with
Arizona. Mulroy says Utah is behind the times when it comes to proactive efforts like these.

“My only advice to Utah is they need to become more actively engaged in helping resolve issues as
they're arising in the basin and not view themselves as separatists,’ she says.

She points to Denver’s efforts to work with farmers to protect environmental funding for Utah and
the three other states in the upper-Colorado River Basin. Utah's politicians, cities and farmers are
AWOL on efforts like these,” she says.

“You know, you are part of a larger region, and you want your neighbors to be supportive of you-
you need to be standing with your neighbors when your neighbors need you.”

As big-picture issues like on the table elsewhere, Utah leaders have been sending mixed messages
about the need for change. Not one of the state’s conservation plans for 11 water basins mentions
climate change. And efforts are just beginning to stop groundwater mining that's causing fissures
and deal with subsidence in Utah farmlands even though the problem has been around for decades.
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Back up in the mountains east of Logan, Scott Jones and his team monitor the remote research
sites, looking for clues about what's ahead.

“The data,” says the soils scientist, “is probably going to take longer in order to develop an answer
that is meaningful to the citizens and meaningful in terms of the science.’

Jones says it probably will be years before his research has something definitive to say about Utah's
water.

TAGS: WATER (/TERM/WATER), CLIMATE CHANGE (/TERM/CLIMATE-CHANGE),
UTAH'S UNCERTAIN WATER FUTURE (/TERM/UTAHS-UNCERTAIN-WATER-FUTURE)
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Water treatment plant in Washington County getting
an upgrade

POSTED 5:55 PM, MAY 14, 2015, BY ZACH WHITNEY

WASHINGTON COUNTY, Utah - An upgrade at the Quail Creek Water Treatment Plant aims to
say ahead of future demand.

The population in Washington County is expected to grow by more than 30 percent in the next five
years. It's a projection that has water district managers worried about being able to provide for all
those people.

"There's a lot of people using water, washing their cars, drinking the water: all the things people
need water for,” said Washington County Water Conservancy District associate general manager
Corey Cram. “We have to provide that peak ¢ © Follow
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Currently, the treatment plant is capableof f Follow table water per day,
and the improvements will increase that cap: ¢ fox13now.com”

Get every new post delivered

ng the efficiency of
to your Inbox.

id filter material. It's a

The expansion doesn’t involve making the bu
the individual parts. Crews are working to re

small change that will make a big improveme 10in 3.042 other followers

Enter your email address

“Changing some component, we can increase ible to produce,”
Cram said.

Upgrading features has a significant cost sav zost approximately
$3.60 per gallon capacity. This way, the wate er gallon capacity.

) : ) - " Bulld a website with WordPress.com .
Water is always on the minds of residentsin'.. ... .-,  ___.._,.__. ___._.zsident Gordon

Empey said he's careful to only water at certain times a day and limits his indoor use. He's glad
something is being done to address those future needs.

“We will definitely run out of water,” Empey said. “Maybe not in my lifetime because I'm old, but in

rn

my kids’ and grandkids'.

Cram said recent water activity also suggests homeowners are doing their part. During recent
rainstorms, demand dropped almost 50 percent.
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Major clean-up in Weber County after

heavy rainfall

Aldo Vazquez ()

© 06/17/2016 11:30 PM () 05/18/2015 06:32 AM

Like 0}  Tweot {5
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WEBER COUNTY, Utah (ABC 4 Utah) - A massive clean up
effort in Weber County as residents are left with the devastation
left behind by flocding due to a canal spilling over inta their
homes.

1t was a much drier scene this evening then what Greg Stowe
and his family witnessed earlier today.

"My boy woke up about 2:30 In the moming saying there was
water in the basement, so | ran downstairs and sure enough the
whole basement was engutfed in water,” said Weber County
resident Greg Stowe.

The weekend storm proved to be too much for the canal just
feet away from Greg's house as the water spilled over its
banks.

"| came out and ran out the garage door and this all was under
15-18 inches of water,” he sald.

The area around his house had been completely overwheimed
and under several inches or water. Greg said the water was so
high it came up to his knees, and caused major dameage to the
basement of his house - where three of his four children sleep -
and raised concems about the clean-up.

"...Nothing my insurance can do because we dont have flood
insurance, which | really wasn't expecting to have insurance out
here," said Stowe.

Since the early moming Greg has been pumping the water from
his property. Neighbors came over in the early hours of the day
and helped buckets gallons of water from hls home.

County officlals also came by and provided him with several

66 | came out and ran out
the garage door and this
all was under 15-18
inches of water. 99

(Greg Stowe)

(Greg Stowe)
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sandbags to bamicade hs home from further damage.

And many northem Utahns are in the same situation as Greg, as several are dealing with the aftermath from the heavy
rain.

"Our fire crews were Just running all over the place Just trying to des! with properties that were flooding,” sald Fire
Marshal, with the Weber Fire District.

Firefighters answered several calls from residents last night about flooding in thelr basements, garages and fieids.

The canal at Greg's house shutdown 4000 N for hours, but should be open at this time. And as the water subsides, and
the clean-up continues, Greg is so thankful to his neighbors who helped save his home.

"A lot of good people out here and I'm gratefut for that," sald Stowe.

Copyright 2018 good4utah.com Nexalar Broadcasting, Al rights reserved. Thig material may not be pubfshed, brosdcast, rewriien, or

redisiributed.
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The Balt Lale Tribune

Crews removing 5,000 gallons of
spilled crude from Uinta Basin

wash

BY BRIAN MAFFLY
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

PUBLISHED: MAY 19, 2015 06:32AM
UPDATED: MAY 20, 2015 09:51AM

Crews on Monday were expected to finish scooping more than 5,000 gallons of waxy
crude from a dry wash in the Uinta Basin oil patch after a tanker truck rolled

Saturday on Nine Mile Canyon Road south of Myton.

The hot oil flowed for about a mile down the wash before it hardened, but none of it
is expected to reach a stream, according to Darrin Brown, environmental health
director for the TriCounty Health Department. There may still be mop-up chores
after Monday:.

“Once you scoop it out, you leave small pieces behind,” Brown said.

Preliminary estimates indicated 120 barrels had spilled, but Brown said he won’t
know the actual total until he inspects the truck’s manifest to determine how much
crude it was hauling,.

The accident occurred Saturday evening as the truck was hauling two tanks north on
the two-lane road, about 10 miles north of where it leaves Nine Mile Canyon. The
rig, operated by Foreland Transportation, failed to negotiate a slight left-hand curve
and flipped into the wash, rupturing both tanks, according to the Utah Department
of Environmental Quality.

The driver, a 44-year-old from Layton, was taken to a Roosevelt hospital with
serious injuries, then flown to Intermountain Medical Center in Murray.

Saturday’s accident illustrates the transportation perils of moving Uinta crude.
There are no rail lines or pipelines serving the thousands of oil wells in the basin,
which produce a high-paraffin product that must be transported hot so it won’t
solidify in transit. Tanker rollovers along Highways 40 and 191 and Interstate 80 are
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not uncommon, but they typically result in minor releases of oil because the tanks
often remain intact.

“You poke a hole in the tank or crack the lid,” Brown said. “In this case, they lost all
of it.”

An oil-field services crew used heavy equipment to move the congealed oil and
contaminated sand from the wash to trucks, which transported it to a licensed
hazardous-waste center operated by Environmental Energy Innovations near
Myton. The wash heads north, feeding Pariette Wash several miles upstream from
its confluence with the Green River. Officials do not believe any oil will reach water
as long as it doesn’t rain heavily during the cleanup.

Tracy Williams, the Foreland foreman who reported the incident to authorities,
declined to comment. “It’s under investigation,” he said.

© Copyright 2015 The Salt Lake Tribune, All rights reserved, This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed,
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Scary drought islands popping up in Lake Powell on the
border between Utah and Arizona

By Mary Papenfuss
May 19, 2015 03:39 BST

A chilling series of land forms are beginning to emerge within the shores of massive
Lake Powell on the border of Utah and Arizona, giving environmentalists, farmers and
urban administrators nightmares.

The second largest reservoir in the US is so impacted by a record drought in the south
west that islands are beginning to appear for the first time in nearly half a century when
the lake was formed by construction of the Glen Canyon Dam.

The relentless drought is also starkly apparent in the whitish "bathtub ring" around the
massive lake's 1,900-foot shore that now soars some 100 feet above boaters.

"There are parts of the lake that have pretty much become mud flats," aquatic biologist
and nearby resident Erin Janicki tells the Guardian. "The inlets get silted up. It takes
longer to jet around the lake because some of the waterways aren't open and you have
to go around obstacles. There's still a lot of water out there, but there's been a big
change. People hit rock islands all the time."

The lake is at only 45% of capacity, a troubling situation for the 40 million people in
seven states who rely on it for water. The lake and the Colorado River which feeds into it
serve Wyoming ranches, Arizona boom towns and agriculture, and Las Vegas and other
cities throughout the region. It even helps quench the thirst of southern California
through a complex system of water provisioning that also involves Lake Mead, a sister
reservoir.

There's even less hope in Lake Mead, the nation's largest reservoir, which has sunk 150
feet in 14 years. It's at 37% capacity. Federal analysts predict the lake will hit a marker by
2017 that will mandate massive water cuts to Arizona and Nevada. Arizona's allocation
of Colorado River water could be slashed up to 11.4%, the amount typically used by
600,000 homes.

Some regional managers are still keeping their fingers crossed, looking at the sky. But
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scientists are more realistic.

“To simply turn your head and say it's not going to affect us is insanity,” says Pat Mulroy,
senior fellow with the American Brooking Institute.

To see both Lake Mead and Lake Powell "going down to quarter capacity is a pretty
scary proposition,” she notes. "The loss of water in that reservoir system has been
enormous. Go look at the bathtub rings, they're scary.”
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Rain soaks Northern Utah, but is it enough?

TUESDAY , MAY 19, 2015 - 6:24 AM

Image by: BENJAMIN ZACK/Standard-Examiner

(&) Thousands of runners braved the rain and cold to run in the Ogden Marathon and Half Marathon on Saturday, May

16, 2015.
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Heavy rains soaked the northern Wasatch Front over the weekend, but forecasters and water

managers caution the water relief is only temporary.

Last Thursday, data from the U.S. Drought Monitor showed western Weber and Davis counties,
as well as most of Box Elder County, in a state of severe drought. The weekend brought

w_o_-ch&s_m_S_L_C_&pJ_l_Lﬁ to the parched state, wuth over 2.6 falllng in Ogden and a whopplng

3.5 inches falling in Pleasant View by Sunday morning.
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That makes recent storms significant, according to Mark Struthwolf, a meteorologist with the

National Weather Service office in Salt Lake City.
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“We've received 3.04 inches in Salt Lake City for the month to date,” he said. “Normally we'd
have 1,14 inches through the mid part of May, so we're doing very well.”

Still, Struthwolf said, Utahns need to put recent precipitation into perspective. Lower than
average snowfall combined with the state’s warmest winter on records means sparse snow
stored in the mountains that steadily flows into reservoirs over the summer.

“Typically this time of year we're getting an inch to an inch and a half of runoff,” Struthwolf said.
“We were so dry over the winter and have such a small snowpack, this has done very little as far
as the long term goes.”

Tage Flint, general manager of the Weber Basin Water Conservancy District, said recent rainfall
won't do much to fill northern Utah reservoirs. Rivers might surge for a few days, but most of
the moisture percolates into the ground. The spring rain does, however, boost early season
conservation efforts.

“The benefit for us is really the lack of demand,” Flint said. “Weeks like this, our users don't use
nearly as much and that allow us to release less from those same reservoirs.”
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Precipitation over the last week means around five to 10 days of extra water supply, Flint said.
That's only a fraction of the 150-day irrigation season, but Flint said this year, every drop counts.

The water district board passed watering restrictions late last week, effective until Oct. 1. But
May storms mean Utah households throughout the state haven't needed to switch on sprinkling
systems to date. /

For the Week of: May 15, 2015 to May 21, 2015

WASATEH MU GHESNE
YA HINTAH

According to the Utah Division of Water Resources, Utah households throughout the state can
continue giving their hoses a break through the week, and there’s more rain ahead.

“Looks like this wet pattern is going to continue right through this week and weekend,”
Struthwolf said. "It doesn’t look like it going to change in the next 10 days.”

See Also: r xt_for rthern Utah rm_(/News/2015/05/18/Storm-causes-minor-
flooding-in-Utah-Colorado-due-next.html
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Colorado River drying up would cause
economic disaster

(/SEARCH)

SATURDAY , MAY 09, 2015 - 9.08 AM

Image by: THE WASHINGTON POST

(&a) undeveloped land contrasts with the lush landscape of the Plantation Golf Club in Indio, Calif., in April. The Coachella
Valley is one of the state's largest crop-growing regions and relies on water from the Colorado River for the irrigation of
farms and numerous golf courses. lllustrates DROUGHT (category a) by Jim Tankersley (c) 2015, The Washington Post.
Moved Saturday, May 9, 2015 (MUST CREDIT; Washington Post photo by Bonnie Jo Mount).

Jim Tankersley

The Washington Post
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It is a tantalizing question facing the future of the American West: What would happen if the
Colorado River dried up?

The scenario, though unlikely anytime soon, Is a stark way to consider the growing effects of
climate change and drought on the region. And when researchers at Arizona State looked into it
this year, they found a story of economic disaster.

The seven states that rely on the Colorado for at least some of their water supply — from
Wyoming down to Southern California — would lose 16 million jobs, many in health care, high
technology and arts and recreation. The fewest job losses would come in agriculture.

Nonetheless, in the West, it's agriculture that still gets the lion's share of the water.

That's the great tension for Western states — and the U.S. economy — as globgl temperatures
rise and drought intensifies in coming years. This region of the country has powered the
recovery from recession, leading in job growth and the development of cutting-edge industries
that drive innovation and deliver higher-than-average pay for all sorts of workers. But
continuing that growth, economists and regional experts say, requires additional access to the
dwindling supply of water that farmers are asserting a legal and historic right to.

In that sense, the drought is not just raising questions about how America can keep soil fertile
and food plentiful, but about the future of jobs, cities and technology.

“American cities, particularly in the West, are generating well over 97 percent” of the region’s
economic activity, said Ben Alexander, associate director of the consulting firm Headwaters
Economics. “And they can't get the water they need to grow and expand.”
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The tension will pit some of the nation's fastest-growing urban economies against some of its
most troubled rural ones, where unemployment and poverty rates remain high. The struggle
will be complicated by the West's often-byzantine laws for allocating water. And it raises
questions about whether the region and the country can afford to use so much of water for
agricultural purposes.

“It's a complete mess as far as how to make it work,” said Timothy James, an economist at the L.
William Seidman Research Institute in Phoenix, who was one of the authors of the Colorado

River study.

Along with Los Angelinos who are showering and watering their lawns less under restrictions
from the governor, struggling growers of nuts, produce and other crops have received most of
the attention as California’s monster drought has stretched into its fourth year. But other parts
of the West are baking, too, and their industries are thirsty. Climate models suggest the entire
region will be facing longer and harsher droughts in the decades to come, stoking increased
competition for the West's most precious resource.

Telecom companies need water to cool their network centers in New Mexico. Semiconductor
fabrication plants in Arizona need it, and so will the new Tesla Motors factory outside Reno, Nev.
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The snow center of Park City, Utah, has secured additional water supplies to prepare for more
winters like the past one, when almost no snow fell on its slopes, forcing ski resorts to draw
water to make their own.

“It's a major concern,” said Jack Thomas, Park City’s mayor and a lifelong skiier. “Our ability to
bring water into the community is a constraint on growth.”

Tech giants such as Google and Facebook draw relatively little water to support their
headquarters in the San Francisco Bay area but use large amounts to maintain their cloud data-
storage centers in places such as Oregon’s Columbia River Gorge. Silicon Valley relies heavily on
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, one of the nation’s most strapped water sources, for
residential and commercial flows.

“I don't know that | have a date and time for you when it will become a tipping point,” said John
Schulz, associate vice president of sustainability operations at AT&T, which has offices and
network centers across the region and is searching for ways to conserve water. “We're feeling
the urgency.”

Farmers feel it, too, but they warn that reducing water supplies for farms could devastate rural
communities, hurt the U.S. economy and risk causing food shortages in an increasingly hungry
world.

“We're not doing a lot right now to keep farmers in business,” said Dan Keppen, executive
director of the Family Farm Alliance, an advocacy group based in Southern Oregon. “Once you
start taking out blocks of production, food prices are going to go up, and that's going to have a
ripple effect on consumer spending in this country.”

Farming declined as a share of Western state economies throughout the last decades of the
20th century, then enjoyed a mild uptick during and after the Great Recession. Today it
represents a small fraction of the region’s economy and is expected to shrink further.

Only about 1.4 percent of the economic output in the Far West, the Rocky Mountain West and
the Southwest came from agriculture in 2012, according to Commerce Department statistics.
Information services made up 5.5 percent of those regions’ economies. Private services overall
were about 64 percent.

In each region, both the information and overall service industries grew faster than farming
from 1997 to 2012,
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The new, fast-growing industries — and the cities that house them — have learned to use water
more efficiently, virtually doubling how much they can do with a drop of water, according to
calculations by Ellen Hanak, director of the Water Policy Center at the nonpartisan Public Policy
Institute of California. Her work was based on government data.

In most states, however, farmers have made much smaller gains in efficiency. Agriculture
continues to command most of the available water not set aside for environmental protection
or power generation — more than 80 percent, on average, in Western states.

Some of that water grows high-returning crops, such as California almonds and pistachios, but
not all of it does. Robert Glennon, a law professor and water expert at the University of Arizona,
calculated last year that an acre-foot of water used for farming can yield $1,000 worth of alfalfa
or $6,000 of lettuce. The same amount of water could produce $13 million worth of
semiconductors.

Economists say there should be a simple solution to that problem: Industries that could put
water to better use would pay farmers for their water rights. “People get super scared about
this prospect of water moving from one sector to another,” Hanak said, but “you don’t have to
move much to make a difference.”

The West's often dysfunctional water markets can make even small moves difficult, however.
Colorado has long struggled with the outcry in rural communities when growing suburbs pay
farmers to divert their water. In California, coastal cities have grown rapidly in the past few
years, while many farming counties across the Central Valley still struggle with double-digit
unemployment.

Even rural communities that have developed more vibrant economies — particularly from the
growing recreation and tourism sector — are worried about water shortages to come. Mountain
cities are worried that drought could stall their ski industries and maroon their river rafting
guides, said Diana Madson, executive director of the Mountain Pact, a nonprofit group that
works with cities on conservation and adaptation measures. “In every town right now,” she said,
“they’re thinking about how to increase new tech opportunities.”

https://2.dat-e-baseonlin /front/deb ?Action=reg&zx=3
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Feds: Lake Mead below trigger in 2017
By KEN RITTER, Associated Press | Posted: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 8:45 am

LAS VEGAS — Federal water managers released a
report Monday projecting that Lake Mead’s water
levels will fall below a point in January 2017 that
would force supply cuts to Arizona and Nevada.

The effects could be serious. Arizona’s allocation of
Colorado River water could be cut 11.4 percent, or by
an amount normally used by more than 600,000
homes. Nevada’s share could be reduced 4.3 percent.
Think 26,000 homes. Lake Mead

But officials heading water agencies in the two states ~ Water intake pipes that were once
and California took a wait-and-see approach to the underwater sit above the water line along

projections posted by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Lake Mead in the Lake Mead National
Recreation Area, Monday near Boulder

City, Nev. Federal water managers are
projecting Lake Mead will drop to levels in
January 2017 that could force supply cuts
to Arizona and Nevada.

They pointed to fluctuations in precipitation levels just
since January. They added that more will be known in
August when the bureau knows how much runoff in
the upper-basin states of Colorado, New Mexico, Utah
and Wyoming reaches the Lake Powell reservoir.

That will determine how much water the agency controlling a Colorado River water system crucial to
about 40 million residents in seven Southwest U.S. states will release from Lake Powell through the
Grand Canyon to Lake Mead near Las Vegas.

“A lot is going to depend on precipitation and flows from the tributaries,” said David Modeer,
general manager of the Central Arizona Project, the main water agency in the lower-basin state that
would be affected the most.

“We don’t think it means a whole lot right now because we have another couple of months to
determine the release out of Lake Powell,” he said.

The so-called interim guidelines issued Monday by the Bureau of Reclamation predict water levels
will be just 2 feet above a key trigger point next January on Lake Mead, the reservoir behind Hoover
Dam.

The lake was 37 percent full on Monday, said Dan Bunk, the Bureau of Reclamation’s water
operations manager. Its water surface level of 1,077 above sea level was 2 feet above the crucial
1,075-foot line. H-62
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The so-called interim guidelines chart a wobbly series of historically low water levels at Lake Mead
— dropping to as much as 1,054 feet next summer and 1,052 feet in April 2017. But it would be
about 1,077 this coming January, the point in time when a declaration of water shortage for 2016
would be made.

Lake Powell, behind the Glen Canyon Dam straddling the Utah-Arizona border, was 45 percent full
on Monday. Bunk said that if Powell remains above its own trigger point, water releases to Lake
Mead could remain robust and Lake Mead could remain above 1,070 feet through 2016.

“We haven’t made any shortage projection. That would be done in August 2016,” Bunk said.

Lake Mead reached its high-water-capacity in 1983 at 1,225 feet. It reaches so-called “dead pool” at
just under 900 feet, meaning nothing would flow downstream from Hoover Dam.

Las Vegas and its 2 million residents and 40 million tourists a year get almost all their drinking water
from Lake Mead.

John Entsminger, general manager of the regional Southern Nevada Water Authority, said he
believed conservation efforts like those now being adopted in California have put Las Vegas in a
position to handle any initial shortage reductions “without significant impact.”

“There is no doubt that this drought is serious,” he said, “and the projections from the Bureau of
Reclamation continue to reaffirm that reality.”

William Hasencamp, Colorado River resources chief for the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California, said he saw reason to prepare, not panic.

Drought-stricken California will continue to be able to draw its 4.4 million acre-foot allocation of
Colorado River water even if Arizona and Nevada are affected.

“But we lose flexibility, which is a pretty big deal because we serve just under 19 million people,”
Hasencamp said. “We know a shortage is coming at some point.” '
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Holladay homeowner left without city
support, after irrigation line floods
basement

. All Monsen  (http://www.good4utah.com/story/d/story/all-monsen/34923/KD9V5X03BkWWacQKhsgiq1A)
tke 49| Tweet 2]

@ 05/10/2015 03:47 PM  (® 05/19/2015 03:58 PM a8 T

HOLLADAY, Utah (ABC 4 Utah) - The recent wet weather has controversy rippling through the city, Tuesday.

Authorities say an imigation line overflowed into a neighborhood, causing some fiooding. The problem is that
homeowners say they foreaaw the Incoming flow and could not convince help to respond.

Gary Nielson now has a lot of draining to do. He woke up to the soggy sltuation he claime could have bean prevented.

"My wife left early this moming and called and sald, There's a flood in the road — it looks like It's running Into our
house.' That was about six o'clock, When | went oul, there was about four inches on the lawn," Nielson explained.

Unfortunately, Nielson later leamed the lawn s the least of his problems. Several inches of imigation water are drowning
his basement.

"|'ve got quite a mess,” he remarked, showing Good 4 Utah the damage.

"We sent a fire responge to support this incident — make sure the property was taken care of...” sald Capt. Wade
Watkins, with Unified Flre Authority.

Crews showed up shortly after the horrified homeowner called 811, Tuesday moming. Then, Nielson and his nelghbors
started talking.

*The thing s, we had an opportunity last night to prevent a problem, but nobody really stepped up or gave us the right
numbers to get that dene..." explalned Harold Wolley, Nielson's neighbor. "We started noticing quite a bit of water
coming from the neighbors [driveway],” he said.

Wolley and another neighbor, Mark Matley, say they tried calling Holladay City with thelr concems but could not
convince the public works representative to send help because the situation was happening after hours.

"| don't know If they didn't realize the seriousness of it or If they were literally just uninterested..." Matley recalled. "So,
| called the public works guy again, and he sald, Well, somy. That's Mother Nature.’ [He] didn't seem concemed at all,
and | said ‘Well, you do realize you guys are probably going to be responsible for this...” Matley sald.

City officlale are now attributing the rushing water flow to an imigation gate several blacks away. They say It is up to
nearby homeowners to keep the gate closed and that somebody failed to do so.

"Throughout the Cily of Holladay, we still have canals that people use to water thelr gardens and their lawns with that
have gone back into late 1800's, and people have authority to use those..." sald Randy Fitts, City Manager for
Holladay. "They're assigned how much water they can have, when they can have It, and they're responsible for doing
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that," he explalned.

"80, you're saying it all falls back on these homeowners, baslcally...?" asked Good 4 Utah's Ali Monsen.

“Right," Fitte responded.

So, for now, no one Is taking on the responsiblility. Meanwhile, Nielson 13 left wondering what to do next.

"We just barely finished the basement two weeks ago. This I8 just actually pretty upsetting,” Nielson sald.
Authorities are also now reminding people the emergency response system Is in place for a reason. They say it is

always a good idea to call 811, instead of trying to track down specific people, fike Nieleon's neighbors did.

Copyright 2015 good4utah.com Nexatar Broadcasting, Al rights reserved. This maleris may not be pubkshed, broadcast, rewritten, or
redistributed.
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USDA to expand investment in water conservation

Published on NewsOK Modified: May 19, 2015 at 12:52 pm « Published: May 19, 2015

Lo Photo -
{/gaMeryHeedid/841491/560/pictures/0)

WASHINGTON - Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today, May 18, announced that the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) will invest approximately $21 million in additional Farm Bill dollars to help farmers and ranchers apply science-based solutions
to mitigate the short and long term effects of drought.

These investments will focus financial and technical assistance in the most severely drought-stricken areas in eight states to help crop
and livestock producers apply conservation practices that increase irrigation efficiency, improve soil health and productivity, and ensure
reliable water sources for livestock operations.

"Since the historic drought of 2012, dry conditions have persisted in many parts of the country, particularly in the West," Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack said. "Every day, NRCS conservationists work side-by-side with agricultural producers and help them conserve
water and increase resilience in their operations. Today's investment will provide additional resources in drought-stricken areas to help
farmers and ranchers implement solutions to mitigate the impacts of sustained drought.”

Today's announcement expands on the substantial efforts already underway to help producers conserve water, improve soil health and
build long term agricultural resilience into their operations.

Already this year, NRCS state offices have targeted significant portions of their fiscal year Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) allocations to address water conservation, soil health, and resilience. In California, for example, more than $27 miilion of fiscal
year 2015 EQIP funding is directed towards beneficial drought management practices.

With today's announcement, NRCS will provide an additional $21 million in technical and financial assistance through EQIP to target
areas that are experiencing either exceptional or extreme drought conditions as of the May 5, 2015 U.S. Drought Monitor, which
includes parts of California, Kansas, Idaho, Nevada, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, and Utah.

The EQIP funding will allow NRCS to help producers apply selected conservation practices to better deal with the effects of drought in
their operations, including prescribed grazing, livestock watering facilities, cover crops, nutrient management, irrigation systems, and
other water conservation practices. On average, farmers and ranchers contribute half the cost of implementing conservation practices.

Between 2012 and 2014, NRCS invested more than $1.5 billion in financial and technical assistance to help producers implement
conservation practices that improve water use efficiency and build long term health of working crop, pasture, and range lands.

These practices include building soil health by using cover crops and no-till, which allow the soil to hold water longer and buffer roots
from higher temperatures; improving the efficiency of irrigation systems; and implementing prescribed grazing to relieve pressure on
stressed vegetation.

NRCS is also leveraging partner investments through the new Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) to put further
resources toward projects that foster water conservation and resilience.

In the first round of RCPP funding last year, NRCS committed more than $84 million in 35 projects that address water conservation
and soil health. These funds will be matched dollar-for-dollar by our partners, resulting in a total investment of nearly $190 million in
water conservation and resilience across the country.

In May, Vilsack announced a second round of RCPP funding availability that will make up to $235 million available for targeted
conservation, highlighting drought and water conservation as a resource concern for potential projects.

Earlier this month, NRCS announced $6.5 million in additional drought-related funding through the Ogallala Aquifer Initiative.

This investment will support targeted, local efforts to protect the quality and extend the availability of water from the Ogallala Aquifer,
which underlies about 225,000 square miles of the Great Plains and supports nearly one-fifth of the wheat, corn, cotton and cattle
produced in the United States,

Through the creation of the National Drought Resilience Partnership, launched as part of the President's Climate Action Plan, federal
agencies are working closely with states, tribes and local governments to develop a coordinated response to drought.

For information on USDA's drought efforts, visit USDA Disaster and Drought Information. And to learn more about how NRCS is
helping private landowners deal with drought, visit the NRCS' drought resources. View information by state. H-66
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this new funding, Learn more about and EQIP and other NRCS programs.
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