[bookmark: _GoBack]Determining Whether a Project is Eligible for a Plan Submittal Waiver (List 2)

Water line projects (excluding booster pumps) may qualify for Plan Submittal Waivers, after a public water system becomes eligible to request Waivers per R309-500-6(3)(a) or (b). Eligible water systems can obtain Plan Submittal Waivers from the Division of Drinking Water (the Division) for qualified water line projects without the need to submit engineering plans and specifications, obtain Plan Approval prior to construction, or obtain an Operating Permit after construction.

Two Ways to Become Eligible for Plan Submittal Waivers

1. Waiver Eligibility per R309-500-6(3)(a) [“waiver a”]
A water system can become eligible if both conditions below are met:
· The water system’s standard installation drawings meet the requirements of R309-550 and are approved by the Division.
· The water system’s master plan, supported by a hydraulic analysis, is approved by the Division.

After becoming eligible to request Plan Submittal Waivers per R309-500-6(3)(a) [“waiver a”], a water system may request waivers for water line projects prior to construction when the proposed projects are a part of a master plan approved by the Division.  

2. Waiver Eligibility per R309-500-6(3)(b) [“waiver b”]
A water system can become eligible if all three conditions below are met:
· The water system’s standard installation drawings meet the requirements of R309-550 and are approved by the Division.
· The water system has formally designated a professional engineer as having direct responsibility for the entire water system in a letter to the Division.
· The water system has formally designated a professional engineer as having responsibility for oversight of hydraulic analysis for the entire water system in a letter to the Division.

When a project’s water line size is within the limits of R309-500-6(3)(b)(i) through (iii), shown below, based on the population served, the water system may request “waiver b.” 
(i)	Less than or equal to 8 inches in diameter in water systems providing water to a population less than 3,300
(ii)	Less than or equal to 12 inches in diameter in water systems providing water to a population between 3,300 and 50,000 
(iii)	Less than or equal to 16 inches in diameter in water systems providing water to a population greater than 50,000

A water system that has become eligible for “waiver b” has two options to obtain waivers for future water line projects: 
(1) Obtain a waiver for water line project(s) prior to construction. 
(2) Actively track the qualified water line projects constructed throughout the year, and obtain an after-the-fact waiver for multiple projects in January of the following year.

Instructions for obtaining each of these waivers are given on the next page.

Steps for Obtaining Plan Submittal Waivers for Water Line Projects (excluding booster pumps)


Obtain a Waiver Prior to Construction [applies to both “waiver a” and “waiver b”]

1. Submit a Project Notification Form (PNF) describing the project.
· Item 8: indicate request for waiver per R309-500-6(3)(a) or (b)
· Item 6: affirm that new water lines will be constructed per approved Construction Standards and Technical Specifications
· Item 6: indicate scope and location of water line project and number of new connections
· Item 6: indicate whether R309-550-7 minimum separation requirements between water and sewer lines will be met (In some cases, a separate review may be needed to address an exception to the minimum separation standards.)
2.	Submit a certification[footnoteRef:1] of hydraulic analysis by a Professional Engineer (PE) for a project that has hydraulic impact on the distribution system. [The hydraulic analysis PE certification is not required if the project meets the criteria in R309-511-4(1)(a)(i)(A) through (G).] [1:  Templates for certifying hydraulic analysis and waiver conditions are available from the Division.] 

3.	Submit a certification1 by a PE, who is either responsible for the design and construction of the project or designated by the water system in writing as responsible for the entire water system, indicating that prior to placing the water line in service:
· design and construction will meet the requirements of R309-500 through 550, 
· proper flushing and disinfection will be completed according to ANSI/AWWA standards,
· satisfactory bacteriological sample results will be obtained, and
· the water system will receive a copy of as-built or record drawings. 
[With PE certification of the waiver conditions listed above, an Operating Permit is no longer required.]  
4.	Proceed with construction after obtaining the Plan Submittal Waiver.
5.	Comply with the certified waiver conditions listed in #3 above prior to placing new lines in service. [An Operating Permit is not required for a water line project that receives a waiver.]


Obtain an After-the-Fact Plan Submittal Waiver for Multiple Projects [applies to “waiver b” only]

1.	Maintain an up-to-date record[footnoteRef:2] tracking each qualified waiver project completed during the year. [2:  The template Water Line Project Tracking Sheet for After-the Fact Plan Submittal Waivers is available from the Division.] 

2.	By January 31 of each year, submit the following to the Division:
· A single PNF covering all projects (see #1 in above section for details)
· A completed Water Line Project Tracking Sheet for After-the Fact Plan Submittal Waivers listing all qualified waiver projects completed during the previous calendar year
· Certification of hydraulic analysis by a PE covering all projects
· Certification(s) of plan submittal waiver conditions by a PE (or PE’s) (see #3 in above section for details)  [The waiver conditions certification may be a single certification covering all projects by the PE responsible for the entire water system, or multiple certifications by individual PE’s responsible for design and construction of each project.]
3. Operating Permits are not required for after-the-fact Plan Submittal Waiver projects
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